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commenced a series of inspections of the other five commands, and during the next six months visited in turn nearly every military station in them from Cromarty in the north to Plymouth in the south.
For long journeys the railway companies usually provided a special saloon for myself and staff, which was a great convenience as it enabled us to do a certain amount of work en route. On going to Aberdeen on one occasion we discovered on arrival that the doors of the saloon on the platform side had been locked before we left London so as to prevent people at the stopping stations from entering during the night, and by some mistake the key, a special one, had not been given to the guard. It was at first proposed that we should get out by the window, and then it occurred to us to try the doors on the other side. These were found to be unlocked, and having descended on that side I climbed on to the platform at the dead end of the line, thus presenting myself in a very undignified manner to the Lord Provost and other high officials who had come to the station to receive me.
When making these tours of inspection I endeavoured to visit as many of the military hospitals as my other duties would permit, and it is a pleasure to record that the officers and men whom I questioned spoke in the highest terms of the way in which they were treated.
This is not the place to refer to the services rendered, at home as in the field, by the regular officers and nursing service of the army medical corps, nor is it necessary to do so, but int regard to the V.A.D. establishments it may be said that of all the good work done during the war by the women of Great Britain none surpassed the devoted service of those engaged in the care of the sick and wounded. The greater credit is due to them because in not a few cases the value and amount of their work were not known to, or appreciated by, the public in general. Hospitals and convalescent homes sprang up all over the country, and as some of them were in rather out-of-the-way places they were seldom if ever visited by any one except the inspecting medical authorities. One could but feel unbounded admiration for the way in which the staff silently worked on, month